MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH

LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE

February 16, 2005
The regular meeting of the Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) was called to order by Chairman Slauson at 7:06 p.m. in the Central Mat-Su Public Safety Building.
LEPC members in attendance, establishing a quorum:

Dennis Brodigan, 


Dianne Keller,

Don Savage,



Clint Vardeman,

Ken Slauson,



Shelia Lamar,

Dan Deedy,



Tim Straub,

Dennis Casanovas,


Don Tanner,

Tanya Boehm,



Michael Blodgett, and

Bea Adler.

Also present was Lois Wiesgerber.
As a new member Mr. Blodgett gave an overview of his experience with disaster preparedness.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Chairman Slauson requested that “Supplemental Grant” and “FY06 Funding” be entered under Old Business.
VOTE:

There was no objection to the agenda as amended.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION:
Mr. Tanner moved, Ms. Keller seconded, to approve the minutes of January 26, 2005.

VOTE:
Voting on the motion, the minutes were approved as presented.

REPORTS

Executive Committee

Chairman Slauson stated that the committee did not meet and that he received Dr. Mayshack’s resignation.  Chairman Slauson stated that he would like to fill the vacant seats on the committee and will add this item to the March agenda.

Community Awareness Committee

Ms. Keller stated that:

the subcommittee members voted to support the three goals for the year which are to continue to attend health fairs and measure the contacts made with the public; continue to attend the Alaska State Fair and increase contacts by twenty percent; and work with the Mat-Su chapter of the American Red Cross to start up the new “Got Duct Tape” program.  


she will contact Julianne McGuinness on her participation of keeping the LEPC web site updated and if she has renewed the permit for the site.


the city of Wasilla received a hazard mitigation grant in the amount of $10,000 from the state of Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services which will be used to update the city’s emergency operation plan by adding man made disaster events.

Ms. Adler pointed out that she has two LEPC CDs that Ms. McGuinness revised, one for the public and the other for new members.


Ms. Adler stated that the borough webmaster has looked at the LEPC website and has no problem of it being part of the borough website under the department of Emergency Services.
Exercise Committee

Ms. Adler explained that she is continuing to work with the state on the August 2005 exercise.
Citizen Corps Council
Ms. Adler stated that Linda Schwankl, Citizen Corps Coordinator, has scheduled three classes one at Station 65, Meadow Lakes Lion’s Club and in Talkeetna.  There should be approximately 60 people trained at the end of three classes.  The Alaska Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management has asked the borough to host a CERT train the trainer class which will be presented in April.
Ms. Adler stated that she has been working on grant applications and reports and with the LEPC Outreach Committee to ascertain monies for the Citizen Corps educational materials.  She will be attending a Seattle “train the trainer” course for people with disabilities.  Ms. Keller suggested that Ms. Adler present the CERT program to the seniors after her return from Seattle.  

OLD BUSINESS
Supplemental Grant
Chairman Slauson explained that the committee can apply for a supplemental grant of up to $7,000 to further the LEPC projects.  The projects suggested were:  a plasma television and compact disc player; brochure racks; zipper pulls with the LEPC web site printed on them; storage boxes for materials; new mounted pictures for display; a laminator with supplies for making professional displays; update the LEPC CDs; obtain soil maps to prompt disaster preparedness; vest for the members to wear during events so that they are recognized as LEPC members;  disaster kits and It’s a Disaster books for door prizes;  and printing of CERT training manuals.

FY06 Funding
Chairman Slauson stated that the state is still contending that there is only enough money to distribute a low percentage of our FY06 baseline funding which will be approximately $3,000.  Ms. Keller inquired how they justified that statement as 2 to 3 cents per barrel is dedicated to the fund that the LEPC money is distributed from, especially with the price of oil.  Chairman Slauson explained that he has submitted a budget of approximately $20,000 to the borough for FY06 and hopefully it will be passed by the assembly.  
COMMENTS

Chairman Slauson noted that he has not received any information on the commodity study that the state has contracted out.  He explained that the study would include all of the railbelt communities.  

Ms. Lamar inquired if any of the members knew of a facility to store medical supplies and medications from the National Stock Pile.  It will need to be heated and secured.  Mr. Tanner will check with Matanuska Electric Association and Mr. Straub will speak with the National Guard on what might be available. 
Mr. Tanner explained that Matanuska Electric Association performed a walk around concerning disaster preparedness which showed that the company could be ready to report to the emergency operation center in three hours.
Ms. Keller announced that a water security workshop will be presented at the Wasilla Sports Complex on May 9, 2005 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Ms. Keller asked the members to keep April 30, 2005 open so that they can help at the Wasilla Health Fair and keep in mind that we will need volunteers for the state fair.
Ms. Wiesgerber announced that Barbara Smith has taken a job in Anchorage and will no longer be attending the LEPC meetings.

Mr. Casanovas reminded the members that the Iditarod restart will take place in the borough on March 6, 2005 and to expect an influx of people.
Mr. Brodigan stated that there will be a chili feed at either Station 62 or the Willow Public Safety Building depending on where the Iditarod restart is located.
NEXT MEETING DATE

Chairman Slauson announced that the next meeting would be held on March 16, 2005.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:
Mr. Tanner moved, Mr. Straub seconded, to adjourn the meeting.

VOTE:

Voting on the motion, it passed unanimously.

Chairman Slauson closed the meeting at 8:47 p.m.
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